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A ceremony was conducted on August 29, 2008 to commemorate the completion of the
restoration project and dedicate the plaque. Since it is believed that most of those buried in the
cemetery were of the Old Order German Baptist faith, Rev. Ronald L. McAdams, a retired
minister of the Church of the Brethren, was present in period costume to offer a prayer and
rededicate the cemetery. An excerpt from his service follows:

“We gather here today in this place to re-dedicate this cemetery and our thoughts
automatically go to the past. As we see urban sprawl grab up prime farm land, as
we see hundreds of new people moving into this area who know nothing of the
history of the land upon which they are making new lives, we recognize that time
marches on and that those voices that rang out here in this area in the 1800's
have been silenced. We realize therefore that it is an important thing that we do
in gathering here today.

It has been nearly 200 years ago that the pioneer families stood on this spot for
the burial of a loved one. They prayed to God for comfort. They mourned the
loss of a dear one. We come to dedicate a plaque and dedicate this cemetery so
that those who come after us to this place might catch a glimpse of the history that
we share.”

The new 2008 reading of the cemetery follows. The reading is from north to south beginning
with the row furthest west and the exact wording of the marker is given:

Row One (west row) ‘

1. Mary Ann McClure died 10 Jan 1850 age 29Y, 6M, 5D wife of Silas
Footstone: M.A. McC

2. Daughter of S & M.A. McClure died Jan 18th 1850, aged 18 days

3. Unknown individual — marker and footstone found but with no lettering

4, Susan, daughter of C. & C. Blickenstaff died Jan. 18, 1828, aged 17 YRS. & 9D’s.
Footstone: S.B.

5. Isaac, son of J. & M. Blickenstaff died Dec. 21, 1815 aged 1Y. 8M. 15D.

6. “New” cemetery sign made from broken off bottom of a marker engraved on front
“Blickenstaff Cemetery Est. 1809” with black and silver plaque on back

Row Two

7. Catharine, wife of David Maugens died March 19, 1838; in the 62D year of her age
Footstone: C.M.

8. John Maugens, departed this life Sept. 10th 1847; aged 37 years 6 Mo. & 22DA.
Footstone: J M.

9. Olive Maugens, died April 4, 1857, aged 41 years 6 MO. & 20D’s.
Footstone: O.M.

Row Three
10.  Jacob Blickenstaff died April 13, 1852 aged 75Y’S 10M. 15D.

11.  David Blickenstaff died March 6, 1859, aged 47 years 3MO. & 23DS.
Footstone: D.B.














